
Historic Downtown Leba-

non, Inc. leaders, together 

with Ray Kammer, president 

of the Lebanon, Mason and 

Monroe railroad, orches-

trated a ñwelcome homeò 

party celebrating the return 

of the train to Lebanon.  The 

event took place Tuesday, 

July 21 at 10 a.m.   

The project was a natural for 

HDLI since it has a mandate 

to promote the central    

business district.   

Annually, the train 

rides bring upwards 

of 70,000 visitors and 

$3 million to Leba-

non. 

Joy Koussouji (right), 

told onlookers about 

how the trainôs    

absence adversely 

impacted The Golden 

Turtle Chocolate 

Factory, an adjacent 

business that she      

co-owns with her 

husband, Ted.  Her 

business had been down 

about 25% attributed to the 

trainôs passengers. 

Shirley Bonakemper (second 

from right in photo at the 

right), director of the Warren 

County Visitors Bureau, 

echoed that theme  when she 

described the thousands of 

calls WCVB received in-

quiring about the status of 

the LM&M train and the 

possibility of its return to 

Lebanon. 

The train tracks were 

closed down in December 

for repairs to two bridges 

on the five miles of track 

used for themed rides.  

Rides are scheduled April 

through December. 

Welcome Home 

LM&M Train  
Ray Kammer Jr., president 

LM&M Railroad, stated that 

the communityôs mantra had 

become, ñWhenôs the train 

coming back,ò a phrase he 

had been hearing on a daily 

basis. 

The railroad has been operat-

ing in Lebanon for twenty-

four years, delighting guests 

with vintage family-oriented 

train rides through Warren 

County. Visitors can walk 

through the train to an open-

air gondola as they view the 

scenery and listen to tradi-

tionally-clad conductors 

describe local railroad his-

tory and lore during their 

rides. The train operates on 

approximately 5 miles of 

track between Lebanon and 

Hageman Jct. Its locomotive, 

built in 1950, is one of the 

oldest ñGP7ò locomotives 

still in operation today and 

has traveled an estimated 2.5 

million miles to date. 

  

Joy Kossouji  addresses the audience at the welcome-back party. 

Inaugural Media Event  

¶ WCPO Channel 9 

¶ The Enquirer 

¶ The Lebanon Channel 6 

¶ The Western Star 

¶ WLWT Channel 5  
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Sara Arseneau, executive director, 

Lebanon Area Chamber of Commerce; 

Mayor Amy Brewer; Steve Mullinger, 

owner of The Golden Lamb and 

President of HDLI. 



(1) The Brass Classique helps the crowd 

celebrate the trainôs return; (2) Conductor  

Bob Kramer takes a quick stroll prior to 

keynote remarks; (3) Jan Edwards, Sibcy 

Cline Realtor and vice president of 

HDLI, with Steve and Mary Mullinger 

(Steve served as master of ceremonies for 

the ñWelcome Homeò program); and (4) 

Nicole Ayers and Brittany McNary, own-

ers of Roots Coffee and Bagels serve 

refreshments at the welcome-home     

gathering. 

Steve Bahns, co-owner of Sign-a-Rama and 

HDLI Promotions Committee Chair, said 

his committee is comprised of dozens of 

Lebanon merchants who were vitally inter-

ested in this event because of the amount of 

foot traffic the Lebanon 

Mason and Monroe train 

brings downtown shop-

keepers. 

 ñIt is very gratifying to see 

the print and broadcast 

media turnout today,ò said 

Steve Bahns.   

ñWe are working hard to 

put a spotlight on all the 

cultural, historical, enter-

tainment, dining and    

distinctive shopping ex-

periences our downtown 

brings the entire region. 

We are especially pleased LM&M Railroad 

partnered with us on this important event 

and serves on our Promotions Committee.ò   
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Welcome-Back Snapshots 

Downtown Merchants Celebrate the Trainôs Return 

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN LE BANON,  INC.  

Lebanon merchants, administrators and guests mingle at the train station. 
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Historic Downtown Lebanon, Inc. 
 

47 E. Mulberry St. 

Lebanon, Ohio 45036 

Phone: 513-228-2322 

Fax: 513-824-8388 

E-mail: hdli-director@zoomtown.com 

Web: historicdowntownlebanon.com 

An Ohio Main Street Community 

Historic Downtown Lebanon, Inc. (HDLI), a private non-

profit organization, was established in 2007 to improve, 

preserve and promote the central business district of 

Lebanon, Ohio, as a commercial, cultural, and social center 

within the context of historic preservation.  Heritage Ohio 

�K�D�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���+�'�/�,���D�V���D�Q���³�2�K�L�R���0�D�L�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���´��

one of 38 Ohio communities that shares ideas and best 

practices for creating and sustaining a vibrant downtown.  

Steve Mullinger thanks Steve Bahns for 
his hard work on the HDLI Promotions 

Committee as wife Kathy Bahns, co-

owner of Sign-a-Rama, looks on. 


