
housing, developing 
historic preservation 
projects, as well as 
developing programs 

for small businesses. 

Iôve been working 
for the City of 
Lebanon for three 
years now, where my 
primary role is 
recruiting new 
businesses to the 
area which will 
create new jobs and 

increase the tax base.   

Emphasis is placed 
on small business 
development 
working with small 
businesses to 

increase their  

sustainability and 

profitability.   

Projects center on 

assisting with 
operations and      
with property    

owners to revitalize  

their property or buildings.  The 
outcome of these activities then 

is to attract investors. 

HDLI.   The mission of HDLI, in 
helping preserve the historic 

character of the central business 
district, in my opinion, is very 

important.   

Because, in order to do that they 
bring together a variety of 
stakeholders in the community 
concerned with revitalization, 
preservation, and with growing 
our businesses.  It allows 
business owners, property 

owners and residents to work 
together in collaboration which 
provides the necessary conduit to 
strengthen the central business 
district.  HDLI helps the 
business owners to have a voice, 
to share ideas and leadership to 

turn things around. 

Central 

Business 
District .  
Lebanon is 
not unique in 

the economic 

issues it faces in the current 

national and regional economy.   

Obviously, small businesses are 
hardest hit because their working 

capital is less and they may not 
have the same level of 
accessibility to other resources 

that larger enterprises have.   

Itôs really unfortunate that some 
have needed to tap into 
retirement plans in order to stay 

afloat.   

 

Economic Restructuring 
Committee ð Maria Collins  

Business News You Can Use  
 

Did you buy a new car, light 

truck, motorcycle or motor 

home this year?   

If so, see your trusted advisor 

about any sales taxes you paid. 

It makes a difference as to when 
the purchase was made, what 

was bought and how the 

 

accounting is done on your tax 

return.  Your CPA will know all 

the details. 
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Background.  Iôve been working in the 
community and economic development 
field for about 14 years, encompassing 
local government, community and 
nonprofit agencies.  Iôve worked with 
distress-based communities in 

developing low to moderate income  

Maria Collins , Economic Development Coordinator 

for the City of Lebanon.  Maria serves as Chair of the 
HDLI Economic Restructuring Committee and is a 

Director on the HDLI Board of Directors. 

ñThe outcome of these 

activities then is to attract 

investors.ò 

Steve Pomeroy 

for the Economic Restructuring 

Committee 

Continued on page 4. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The October 22, Gonna Take a Sentimental 

Journey fund raising event for Historic 
Downtown Lebanon, Inc. was a hit with 100 

guests and raised $4,250 for vital programs of 
Historic Downtown Lebanon, Inc. 
 

The dinner event took place aboard the 

vintage 1940ôs Cincinnati Dinner Train that 
came to Lebanon for the special occasion.  

Guests took a three-hour ñsentimental 
journey,ò while enjoying sumptuous gourmet 

cuisine in the elegance of a bygone era.   
 

The dinner train featured two dining cars 

outfitted with white linen-covered tables and 
large windows to enjoy passing scenery 

available only by trainðbefore the sun set.   
A third car had a cash bar and provided a 

platform for raffle items.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Jim and Jeanne Bliss conceptualized the 

fund raising dinner train and put the idea in 
motion, thinking it would have wide 

general appeal.  They were right.  Ticket 
sales were brisk and nearly complete before 

a planned press release was created.    
 

Many guests enjoyed donning vintage style 

clothing to add to the fun. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

A special thanks goes to Jan Edwards and 
Cheryl Turner for creating and managing the 

ticketing process and other key event 
logistics. 
 

A big thank you also to LM&M Railroad, 

our many guests and supporters who shared 
the evening with us ð and to our raffle 

donors. 

 

Marge Cunningham 
All Aboard  

Donors:  Larry and Julie Stone 
 

Sandy Nuttle 
Winter Wine Winners   

Donors:  Jim & Jeanne Bliss, Jan 

Edwards, Gene & Margaret Hawkins, 

Ted & Joy Kossouji, Nick & Celeste 

Stark, Joe & Debbie Yurasek 

 

Pat McMann 
A Celebration of Chocolate   
Donors:  Ted and Joy Kossouji 

The Golden Turtle Chocolate Factory 
 

Joe Yurasek 
In the Inn  

Donors:  The Mullinger Families 

Stevens Hospitality Group 

The Golden Lamb 

 

Kent Coomer 
Martinis, Music and Movies 1940ôs 

Style  
Donors:  Jim and Jeanne Bliss 

 

Brad Knapp 
Margarita Merriment 

Donors:  Shakerland Farms 
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Congratulations ð Raffle Basket Winners  

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN LE BANON, INC.  

Gonna Take a Sentimental Journey  

Event organizers from the HDLI Organization Committee. Front: Jim and Jeanne 
Bliss, Joy and Ted Kossouji.  Back: Jan Edwards, Joe Yurasek (guest). Other 
organizers not pictured: Larry and Julie Stone, Cheryl Turner, Steve Mullinger. 

 


